Meeting summary: 2nd Aegean Conference on Cytokine Signaling in Cancer.
Cytokines and chemokines are intricately connected to cancer initiation, progression and metastasis as well as to innate and adaptive host defense mechanisms against transformed cells. The Aegean Conference on Cytokine Signaling in Cancer (ACCSC) aims to bring together researchers in this highly targeted area of cancer research in a lovely and relaxing Greek-Mediterranean backdrop to discuss latest developments. Being small in size with about one hundred participants, this conference fosters scientific and social interactions among established and emerging scientists in clinical and basic research in diverse fields of oncology, biochemistry, biophysics, genetics and immunology. The 2nd ACCSC held at Heraklion on the Greek island of Crete was organized by Serge Fuchs (University of Pennsylvania), Mathias Muller (University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna), Leonidas Platanias (Northwestern University, Chicago) and Belinda Parker (La Trobe University, Melbourne) between May 30 and June 04, 2017, was a great success in every single aspect of a high level scientific meeting. Signaling within cancer cells as well as in stromal and immune cells is the common thread of this conference series. An outline of the research topics discussed at this conference is presented here to emphasize its high quality and to stimulate interest among cytokine researchers to participate in future ACCSC meetings.